LAPPONICA – NORTHERN
SPECIALIST COLLECTION

SÁMI SPECIALIST
LIBRARY
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he collection comprises book,
studies, publications, maps,
recordings and movies related
to Lapland, the Barents region and other
northern regions. The Rovaniemi Local
History Collection and the Greenland
and Inuit Collection belong to Lapponica.

he task of the Sámi Library is to acquire
and maintain a Sámi language and Sámithemed collection. The Sámi Collection
of the Lapland Department is one of the biggest
in Scandinavia.

T

he Sámi Collection includes 8,000 titles.
Special emphasis is placed on acquiring
publications made by and concerning
Finnish Sámi, Inari, Skolt and Northern Sámi. The
collection also has rare books. Information on the
collection is recorded in the Lapponica database.
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he collection is
supplemented with a
comprehensive range of
literature concerning reindeer husbandry
and the Laestadian movement. Other
important subject matters in the collection
are the northern nature and natural phenomena,
traditional livelihoods and forms of culture such
as lumberjack culture, gold panning and salmon
fishing. The history of Lapland and tourism are
also well represented in the collection.
appish literature and art have been
central focuses of Lapponica right from
the outset. The productions of the
region’s writers and musicians are acquired in their
entirety, as with material relating to the Finnishspeaking minorities of the North Calotte region.

he Sámi Library is responsible for
registering Finnish Sámi-language
publications with the national
bibliography service. It is responsible for Finland’s
contribution to the joint Scandinavian bibliography
work concerning the Sámi. The principle goal of
this partnership is to achieve a common crossborder Sámi bibliography covering four nations.

he specialist library participates in
partnership projects that promote Sámi
language and culture in Lapland and in
other parts of the country. The Library works
together with Sámi libraries, Sámi organisations
and other Sámi actors.
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he Lapponica Collection saw its
beginning already back in the 1930s,
but the library was destroyed in the war
and compiling the collection had to be started
from scratch. The Lapponica Collection of the
Lapland Department has been actively collated
since the 1960s. The collection comprises
over 60,000 titles. Over half of the material
has been published in Finland and a third
has been published in other parts of
Scandinavia. In addition to modern
material, the collection also includes an
impressive selection of older Lappish and
Sámi literature as well as maps dating
back to the sixteenth century.

LAPPONICA
ONLINE
The professionals of the Lappish libraries and museums
are responsible for handling Lapland-related queries.
The Lapponica database and online information service
operate at:
http://www.lapponica.net

TRAVELLERS IN LAPLAND
Displaying northern culture, the Travellers in Lapland
website tells of Lapland visitors from a variety of fields
over the ages. The subjects illustrated on the pages
are Alvar Aalto architecture, meridian measurements,
travel accounts, gold panning, tourism and old maps.
Travellers in Lapland may be read in a number of
different languages at:
http://lapinkavijat.rovaniemi.fi

CONTACT DETAILS
Rovaniemi City Library/Lapland Department
Jorma Eton tie 6
FI-96100 Rovaniemi
tel. +358 16 322 2466
email: kirjasto.lappi-osasto@rovaniemi.fi
Lapland Department:
http://www.rovaniemi.fi/kirjasto/lappi-osasto
Sámi Specialist Library:
http://www.rovaniemi.fi/saamelaiskirjasto

NORTHERN
SPECIALIST LIBRARY
Lapponica comprises the Lapland Department
collections of the Rovaniemi City Library, the
information service and network library service. The
Lapland Department provides the Northern Specialist
Collection and expert regional information service.
The Lapponica Collection includes publications on
Lapland, the North Calotte and Arctic regions, which
are listed in the Lapponica database. Its central
collection is the Sámi library collection. Most of the
books in the Lapponica Collection may be borrowed.
The Lapland Department also replies to queries online
with the Ask about Lapland service maintained by
Lapland’s libraries, museums and research facilities.
The Lapland Department operates in the
Lapponica Hall of the Rovaniemi library
building, where northern culture is
presented in many forms. The collections
of the Lapland Department, information
service, public events and the
northern art exhibitions arranged
by the library’s Arts Hall
communicate information
and experiences of life on
the Arctic Circle and
further north, today
and in days
gone by.

